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Happy Thanksgiving to all. I was so impressed with the children’s costumes 

and effort shown in supporting our Thanksgiving Day. Thank you families for 

making it a success. Year one came and showed me their song and it looked so 

good underneath the autumn trees. I also popped in to see a little bit of the 

year two performance before they videoed it to send out to families. We hope 

that we will have the video ready to go out this evening so that you have the 

opportunity to enjoy our Thanksgiving Celebration. I have been really wowed 

by the children’s knowledge and understanding of The Mayflower and the 

history that surrounds it. The children are able to support their arguments with 

their own thoughts and opinions and that is a great skill to have. As a staff and 

with the children we have shared what we are thankful for. Maybe tonight 

when you get home you can share with your children what you are thankful for 

and ask your children the same. It has been great learning theme to explore 

this term.  

Last Friday I had a super maths learning walk around the school and I was so 

delighted by the growing confidence and enjoyment the children shared with 

me. I saw a range of lovely activities that developed, progressed and 

challenged the children’s learning. We are keen to develop further the 

children’s love of maths and to help this to develop it is key that the children 

are able to recall a range of number facts and be able to reverse these number 

facts confidently. The teachers are currently assessing the children’s number 

knowledge so that we can focus on areas that they are not so confident in. 

However, if at home children are also practising and developing these skills it 

would really help your child’s confidence and ability to manipulate numbers in 

a variety of learning situations. Recalling number knowledge is just one very 

small part of applying it to mathematical problems but it is a small part that 

really makes a difference. There are lots of online games to help with this and 

good old fashioned recall is just as effective. I had to learn my tables and repeat 

them within 3 seconds, say them backwards and answer them randomly which 

luckily I can still do. But it was the constant practice, effort and motivation that 

made the difference. It will be so lovely if every child left our school number 

confident!  

On Tuesday, I had the great pleasure of opening the new mud kitchen in 

Reception. One of the children complimented me on my opening ceremony 

speech for the mud kitchen which made me very proud! The children were so 

excited and have just loved playing with it since. We have to add a mud pit to 

the kitchen and then it will be fully in play. I am still hoping to create a stage 

area for the main playground too by the end of this academic year.  

This week in school we are entering the last week of our ‘Whole New World’ 

whole school learning but we will also be completing the autumn term 

assessments for the children. This will enable us to be able to monitor the 

children’s progress, identify areas of concern but more importantly evaluate 

how the children are responding to being back in school after the first COVID-

19 lockdown. From the family survey we have already begun to think about 

adapting the reports and one of the ways that we may be able to help with is to 

convert the ages into a standardised score where 100 represents the National 

Average. We are also going to try and get them fully electronic so that teachers 

can type on them and offer more support as to how their target can be worked 

on at home. The feedback from the survey was really positive, thank you very 

much. We will put a report together to send home with actions that we will 

implement.  

 

Next week we have a focus on spelling with ‘Open Lesson’ videos being 

recorded and sent out as well as our year group Spelling Bee. We are 

heading towards Christmas and the Christmas Tree arrives on Wednesday 2nd 

December. It will be put up on the Thursday and decorated by the children on 

Friday 4th December. It is good news that we are tier one and we can look 

forward to Christmas with our friends and family. Many of the Christmas 

activities that we do in school will be adapted so that the children have an 

exciting and festive time. Songs will be sung, performances acted out, 

Christmas Lunch served and a special visit from Santa. We are going to be 

offering a visit to our ‘Lapland Grotto’ with hot chocolate and marshmallows 

and a photograph with Santa that will be sent home to you. A School Form will 

be coming out to you shortly for you to book a place if you would like your 

child to purchase a ticket for this experience. The Christmas Lunch order forms 

have been sent and we would like them back in by Wednesday 2nd 

December so that we can order the turkey and start the preparations. How 

exciting, it is beginning to feel a little bit festive! 

The Christmas Raffle looks very exciting and were still having prizes being 

donated so do not forget to buy your £1 ticket to help support the school.  

On the 1st December you will receive information regarding this year’s flu 

immunisation which is in school on Friday 11th December. There will be a 

form to complete and return by Wednesday 9th December.  

I have been reviewing the £1 club and unfortunately it is currently costing us 

a large amount of money. I am at a point where I need to reconsider how we 

can support families in the New Year and whether we can extend the 

Breakfast Club so that we can take more children into this. I just wanted to let 

you know that there is a strong possibility that the £1 clubs may cease after 

Christmas or that we will look at doing it differently and track and trace the 

children if we have to cross year groups as we do with The Den at the 

moment. I will let you know as soon as I have a plan to share.  

The clubs seem to have worked well in their bubbles for this half term and 

they are due to finish next Friday 4th December. I will let you know how the 

clubs will look in the new year once I have had feedback with the team and 

ensured that the Government Guidelines remain similar to how they stand at 

the moment.  

During lockdown we have played more games at home so I thought I would 

share some of the pen and pencil games that we do both in school and out. 

Write down one long word, or a phrase, and see how many other words of 

three letters or more can be made using only letters from that word e.g. from 

“fingerprint” find small words such as pen, tin, ring. The game can be played 

collaboratively or competitively. 

Lastly, a huge Happy Birthday to our Daisy Dog who turned 1 today! We 

wanted to share some photos of the birthday girl… 

 

 

 

 

Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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Main question:  
Should we always be treated the same? 

What’s going on this week?  
Boys’ elite football academies for under-
16s have been allowed to continue during 
England's four-week lockdown but girls' 
equivalent regional training centres have 
been stopped. An online petition, started 
by 9-year-old female footballer Ellie Duffy, 
asked the Football Association (FA) to al-
low under 9s to under 16s girls' football 
academies to continue during lockdown. 
Ellie's petition calls for the same opportu-
nities for girls as boys during periods of 
lockdown.  

This week’s debate... 

Dates for your Diary  

Fri 27th Nov—A Whole New World Wk 10 

Fri 27th Nov—Speech & Drama Auditions 

Mon 30th Nov—Chickens & Compost—

       Discovery Class 

Tues 1st Dec— Open Lessons—Spelling 

Tues 1st Dec—Flu Letters Home  

Weds 2nd Dec—Christmas Tree Arrives 
 

GENTLE REMINDER:   

Dinners can be pre-booked and paid online ahead 

of the day. You can plan the whole week with your 

child in advance and pay for these in advance to 

help with weekly or monthly budgeting.  

Slytherin House are still in the lead 

this week following their victory last 

week with 952 House Points. Well 

done Team Slytherin! Can the other 

Houses catch them next week? 
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£1 a ticket! 

WOW! Look at all our fabulous Christmas Raffle prizes so 

far! There are many more to be added too! You still have 

time to buy your tickets. They are just £1 a ticket!! You can 

buy tickets through the School Form we sent out and pay 

through your School Money account! You have to be in it 

to win it! 

Monday 14th December—Year 2 & Year 4 

Tuesday 15th December—Year 1 & Year 3 

Wednesday 16th December— Reception & Year 5 

Thursday 17th December—Year 6 

 

Please complete our School Forms we have sent out to sign your child up for their 

Christmas Lunch. These will be in year group bubbles on the following days: 
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Try our Action For Happiness ‘Kindness Calendar’ for December 
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Speech and language parent carer forum 

The Schools Speech and Language Support Team want to 
work more closely with parents and would really love your  

input.  Our next parent/carer forum will be taking place      
virtually on Tuesday 8th December and will be focussing on 

planning a free training workshop for parents and carers that 
will be delivered later this year.  The forum is open to all    

parents and carers (your child does not have to be open to 
the speech and language therapy caseload or have identified 

speech and language needs).  

 

If you would like to be involved in this event or contribute to 
the parent forum please get in touch at 

schoolsSLST@iow.gov.uk 
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Do not forget to download the       

Studybugs app to your phone to 

report any absences to us. 

‘A better, safer way to report 

when your child is sick and off 

school’ 

Last week’s  Answer:  

Blue Cheese, Blackboard, Purple 

Prose, Orange Juice, Pink Gin, 

White House. 
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Lanesend Parent Trustee Vacancy 

From time to time the board advertises for a Parent Trustee (governor) 

on our Board of Trustees. Nominations are invited, either by a parent 
nominating themselves or by someone else who has parental 

responsibility for a pupil currently registered at the school. If more nominations are 
received than we have vacancies, a ballot will be held. 

What does a Trustee do? 

The Board of Trustees are responsible for both the conduct of the school and for 

promoting the high standards that we expect for, and from our pupils. The Board 
carries out its role by setting the vision for the school and then ensuring that the school 
works efficiently and effectively towards achieving its vision. It does this by building a 
thorough knowledge of the school and its community, by both supporting and 
constructively challenging the school, and by ensuring accountability and compliance. 

Who are the Trustees? 

Currently the Board at Lanesend has space for twelve Trustees; made up of Mrs Sice 

as Principal, two Parent Trustees, two Staff Trustees and several Co-opted or 
Member-appointed Trustees.  

Why become a Parent Trustee? 

Being a Trustee is a challenging but hugely rewarding role. It will give you the chance 
to make a real difference to the children, give something back to the local community 
and use and develop your skills in a board-level environment. Parents are an important 

source of support for Lanesend and the school is more effective if there is regular and 
positive dialogue with parents. You will also be joining the largest volunteer force in 
the country; currently there are over a quarter of a million volunteers governing state 
funded schools in England. 

What qualifications do I need to have? 

There are no formal qualifications needed, however, the one essential requirement is 

an interest in, and commitment to, the education of our pupils. Trustees need not be 
experts in the field of education but will need the necessary skills, character and time 
to contribute. 

Skills that would be advantageous to have are: the ability to build relationships with a 
range of people, to be able to work as part of a team, to be able to question, be 
discreet, open minded and fair, and to make connections between different types of 
information. 

Lanesend benefits from a range of professional knowledge on their Board including 
education, finance, human resources, public relations, property and estate 
management, and organisational change.  
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